
TEXASLOCAL& SATURDAY
Aug. 25, 2007

1B

                                    Obituaries/2,3B                                                               Tune In Tonight/5B                                                        More news on wacotrib.com 

Waco Tribune-Herald

Inside

Event to benefit 
China Spring man
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Associated Press

AUSTIN — A majority of State Board 
of Education members said the theory 
of intelligent design should be left out 
of public schools’ science curriculum.

The board will rewrite the curricu-
lum next year, and some observers 
expect backers of intelligent design to 
push for the theory’s inclusion.

In interviews with The Dallas Morn-
ing News, 10 of the board’s 15 members 
said they wouldn’t support requiring 
the teaching of intelligent design. One 
said she was open to the idea. Four 
didn’t respond to phone calls.

Proponents of intelligent design con-
tend that life is too complex to have 

occurred by chance, requiring instead 
the guidance of a supernatural being. 
Critics say it’s a ploy for introducing 
creationism — the biblical account of 
the origin of humans — into classes.

“Creationism and intelligent design 
don’t belong in our science classes,” 
said board Chairman Don McLeroy, 
who described himself as a creation-
ist. “Anything taught in science has to 
have consensus in the science commu-
nity, and intelligent design does not.”

McLeroy, R-College Station, said he 
doesn’t want to change the requirement 
that evolution be taught in high school 
biology classes. But he joined several of 
his colleagues in arguing that biology 
textbooks should cover the weaknesses 
of the theory of evolution.

McLeroy and three other board mem-
bers voted against the current biology 
texts in 2003 over the evolution issue. 
The textbook debate comes up again 
in 2011.

A doggy departure

Diving in 
head first

WEST — Rico 
Roberts, 16, flips 
as he is thrown 
into the air 
while swimming 
with friends at 
the Playdium 
Pool. Roberts 
is among area 
youths who have 
been enjoying 
some last sum-
mer fun before 
school restarts 
next week.

Staff photo — Duane 
A. Laverty

Intelligent design won’t make it to class

Friends and family of Josh 
Tucker are sponsoring a 
benefit concert, car show and 
horseshoe tournament from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday at 
Zack and Jim’s Hog Creek Ice 
House, 6900 N. Highway 6.

Tucker, from China Spring, 
was recently diagnosed with 
acute myeloid leukemia and 
is uninsured. He has a daugh-
ter entering the fourth grade.

The car show runs from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. with awards 
given to the top 10 finishers. 
Entry fee is a $15 donation. 
The horseshoe tournament is 
$5 to enter.

The concert features Kim-
berly Kelly from 1 to 3 p.m. 
and Modern Day Drifters 
from 3 to 5 p.m. 

The event will include raf-
fles, auctions  and inflatables 
for the kids.

Event tickets cost $10 each 
but are free for kids younger 
than 12. To make donations, 
call 662-1749 or 498-7987.

For cash donations, an ac-
count for Tucker is set up 
at Members Choice Credit 
Union, 4631 W. Waco Drive, 
and at the branch in Lacy-
Lakeview, 845 S. Lacy Drive.

Margarita & Salsa night
The Arthritis Foundation 

and Heart O’ Texas Fair com-
plex are sponsoring the 2007 
Margarita and Salsa Festival 
tonight at the fair complex, 
4601 Bosque Blvd. Gates open 
at 6 p.m. and entertainment 
begins at 7.

Scheduled entertainers 
are Dierks Bentley, Kevin 
Fowler and Canadian Rag-
weed. Tickets cost $32 with 
proceeds benefitting the Ar-
thritis Foundation.

Golf tournament
The Waco Center for Youth 

is sponsoring its second an-
nual “We’re Swingin’ for 
Kids!” benefit golf tourna-
ment and lunch at noon on 
Sept. 20 at Cottonwood Creek 
Golf Course, 5200 Bagby Ave.

Cost is $75 per person, 
which includes green fee, 
cart, range balls, lunch and a 
goodie bag. 

Individual players and 
teams can pre-register or reg-
ister at 11 a.m. the day of the 
event.

Hole sponsors are needed. 
Levels of sponsorship cost 
$500, $250 and $100. Proceeds 
will benefit Waco Center for 
Youth. To ask questions, call 
745-5173.

Hospice training course
Hillcrest Community Hos-

pice, 3215 Pine Ave., will 
have a five-week training 
course for volunteers begin-
ning Sept. 20. 

Classes will be held at 2 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. The course will give 
participants the knowledge 
and skills required to serve 
hospice patients and their 
families.

Space is limited. For more 
information or to register, 
call 202-5152.

Readers may submit items 
for Briefly by using the form 
at www.wacotrib.com/
goingson; in printed or type-
written form to Briefly, P.O. 
Box 2588, Waco, 76702-2588; 
fax to 757-0302 or e-mail to 
goingson@wacotrib.com, 
at least one week before an 
event. Notices cannot be ac-
cepted by phone. Due to high 
volume, some items might be 
omitted.
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Shadow, McLennan County’s drug dog, relaxes with his favorite toy in the office of his handler, investigator 
Michael Gates. After finding hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of contraband, the dog will retire next 
month.

Shadow demonstrates how he finds drugs, which were hidden 
behind a table, with his handler, investigator Michael Gates.

By Pamela Bond
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Shadow always looks like he’s smiling. But don’t 
be fooled — behind the floppy ears and twinkling 
brown eyes, Shadow is all business.

As the McLennan County Sheriff Office’s drug 
dog, Shadow has spent the past 41⁄2 years sniffing 
for illegal drugs and chasing bad guys at the side 
of investigator and K-9 handler Michael Gates. But 
because of a medical condition, the 9-year-old black 
Labrador retriever will retire Sept. 30.

“He’s a working dog,” Gates said. “He’s not real 
affectionate towards a lot of other people. Where 
you see Shadow’s personality come out is when he’s 

County canine retiring after 
41⁄2 years of sniffing out drugs

See SHADOW, Page 8B

Hotline offers homeowners 
free foreclosure guidance 

By David Doerr
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Nothing is worse than doing nothing 
when it comes to facing the prospect of 
home foreclosure.

That’s the message representatives 
from NeighborWorks Waco gave Friday 
as they launched an awareness campaign 
about free foreclosure counseling, of-
fered through a national hotline available 
around the clock, every day of the week.

McLennan County has seen an increase 
in foreclosure notices posted at the court-
house this year, according to figures pro-
vided by Harvey Public Records, a local 
company that tracks foreclosure filings. 
Since January, 644 properties have been 
listed for foreclosure.

That’s an 18-percent increase over last 
year, when 548 foreclosure notices were 
posted during the same period.

The hotline, (888) 995-HOPE, is designed 

Mortgage payment 
assistance hotline

Call (888) 995-HOPE to receive free 
foreclosure counseling. 

Have a list of the major bills you pay 
every month at hand when you call. Chief 
among these should be your mortgage 
payment statement, complete with 
your mortgage loan number. For more 
information visit www.995hope.org.

Total McLennan County year-to-date 
(January – August) foreclosure notices

2007 — 644 2005 — 602
2006 — 548 2004 — 585

Year-to-date (January – August) 
foreclosure notices in 2007

n Up 18 percent from 2006
n Up 7 percent from 2005
n Up 10 percent from 2004

Source: Harvey Public Records
See FORECLOSE, Page 8B

Police say 
man shot 
during talk 
in N. Waco

By Emily Ingram
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Police say a Waco man arrest-
ed in a November homicide shot 
the victim as the two talked on a 
North Waco street, according to 
arrest records. 

Demorian Dashon Scott, 18, was 
being held Friday at the McLen-
nan County 
Jail in lieu 
of $168,000 in 
bonds on a mur-
der charge and 
u n c o n n e c t e d 
drug and weap-
on charges, a jail 
s p o k e s w o m a n 
said.

Just after mid-
night Nov. 10, 
police answered a call in the 1600 
block of West Avenue that a man 
had been shot, and found Ray-
shone Lamond Thomas, 28, lying 
critically injured on a residence’s 
porch.

According to arrest records, the 
two men were talking in the 1600 
block of North 16th Street when 
an eyewitness said Scott shot 
Thomas twice. The witness told 
police Thomas then ran toward 
Scott, who shot him two to three 
more times.

Thomas later died at Hillcrest 
Baptist Medical Center.

Teen hit, killed by vehicle
Police are investigating after 

a 15-year-old boy was hit by a 
van and killed Friday night in 
Killeen.

The boy was walking west-
bound along Stan Schlueter Bou-
levard about 7:20 p.m. Friday 
when he stepped in front of a 
gray 1999 GMC van, driven by a 
41-year-old woman, Killeen Po-
lice spokeswoman Carroll Smith 
said. 

The woman tried to swerve 
around the boy, but she could not 
avoid the collision.

The boy was pronounced dead 
at the scene at 7:46 p.m. by Jus-
tice of the Peace Bill Cook, who 
ordered his body sent for autopsy 

State education board says 
theory shouldn’t be part 
of science curriculum
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