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By Jesseca Bagherpour
Intern

Howard Kelly curls up in his sleeping 
bag, clothed in little more than cover-
alls and a thin jacket, and braces 
himself for the cold night ahead of him. 
It is the middle of winter and tempera-
tures will drop below freezing. 

The Salvation Army of Denton 
County helps out homeless people just 
like Kelly, but it needs help from the 
community to make a real impact. 

Many homeless people in Denton 
County face similar nightly routines 
every winter. They cannot find shelter 
and must sleep in the streets, in shacks 
or in their cars throughout the year – 
and the winter months are the hardest 
to get through.

Kelly said he became homeless after 
he was jailed in June of 2005. According 
to Denton County records, Kelly was 
charged with burglary and released 
from jail in July of 2005.

He used to sleep in the Salvation 

Army shelter, but now he sleeps wher-
ever he can find room, including 
wooded areas in Denton.

Like others in his situation, to travel 
around town Kelly must walk, ride his 
bicycle or try to hitch rides. His favorite 
mode of transportation is his bicycle, 
and his erratic pedaling has earned 
him the nickname “Krazy Kelly.”

According to Denton Salvation 
Army Capt. Glenn Queener, many 
residents of the county are not even 
aware that people in Kelly’s situation 

live in Denton County. Such a lack 
of knowledge poses a barrier for the 
homeless population and those who 
help them. 

Queener and his wife Jennifer run 
The Salvation Army of Denton County, 
the only facility that provides shelter 
for the homeless in the county. The 
Salvation Army has been in Denton 
since 1993 and it moved in 1999 from 
its old location, a house on Welch 

By Pamela Bond 
Staff Writer

During his life, Martin Luther King 
Jr. dedicated himself to the fight for 
justice and equality for all. After his 
death, he left behind a legacy in the civil 
rights movement, which Coretta Scott 
King spent the rest of her life trying to 
uphold.

Now, she has left behind a similar 
legacy. King, an honorary graduate of 
NT, died in her sleep Tuesday at the 
age of 78.

Her dignified and 
persistent struggle for 
civil rights after the 
death of her husband 
earned King the unof-
ficial title of “the first 
lady of the civil rights 
movement.” 

Last August, King 
suffered a serious 
stroke a nd hea rt 
attack which kept her out of the public 
eye. Her last public appearance was in 
celebration of her husband’s birthday, 
two weeks ago in Atlanta, Ga.

King was born on April 27, 1927 in 
Perry County, Ala. As a girl, she picked 
cotton to help her family during the 

Depression and later attended Antioch 
College in Yellow Springs, Ohio, where 
she worked as a waitress to pay for 
school.

King met her husband while prac-
ticing vocal studies at the New England 
Conservatory of Music. Martin was 
studying to be a Baptist minister at 
Boston University. 

King told the Associated Press that on 
their first date, he told her, “You know, 
you have everything I ever wanted in 
a woman. We ought to get married 
someday.” They were pronounced man 
and wife a year and a half later.

After moving to Montgomery, Ala., 
Martin became the minister of the 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church and in 

1955 led a bus boycott. The boycott 
became famous for Martin’s nonvio-
lent approach to social change, and 
for the late Rosa Parks’ refusal to give 
up her seat.

Throughout his endeavors for the civil 
rights cause, King stood by her husband. 
When Martin was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964, she was at his side. 
When he marched from Selma, Ala., to 
Montgomery to gain support for voting 
rights in 1965, King marched too.

After Martin died on April 4, 1968, in 
Memphis, Tenn., King dedicated her life 
to her husband’s cause.

“I’m more determined than ever that 
my husband’s dream will become a 
reality,” King said (Associated Press 

– Atlanta).
In 1986, King successfully lobbied 

for her husband’s death to be recog-
nized as a national holiday, and in 
1969 she opened the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change in Atlanta to combat the issues 
of hunger, unemployment, voting rights 
and racism.

“After Dr. King died, she found her 
own voice and perpetuated the method 
of using nonviolence for social change,” 
said J. Todd Moye, assistant professor 
of history and former director of the 
Tuskegee Airmen Oral History Project for 
the National Park Service. “The national 

Coretta Scott King, 78, dies in sleep Tuesday
Widow continues 
husband’s mission
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Sharell Clay, social services director, and volunteer, Bonnie Collins, serve meals to people at the Salvation Army shelter on McKinney Street in Denton. The 
shelter serves meals twice each day, every day of the week.

Salvation Army serves needs of homeless
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Critter guards to curb 
squirrel mortality rates

By Rene Carter 
Intern 

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has reimbursed Denton County 
and Camp Copass all $411,359 used 
to aid Hurricane Katrina victims last 
fall.

Camp Copass, established in 1946 as a 
Baptist church camp on Lake Lewisville, 
originally offered shelter to between 
75 to 100 evacuees, but ended up with 
more than 300. The agency reimbursed 
the camp approximately $324,000 for 
income lost.

“After the number evolved to 324 we 
had to clear retreats, and that’s how we 
make our money,” said Brad Springer, 
camp manager for the past 10 years. “It 
was stressful, but we knew it needed to 
be done.”

According to an article published 
in the Daily last November, in October 
of last year the City of Denton was 
reimbursed only half of the estimated 
$150,000 in labor costs it requested, 
receiving $79,000 from FEMA. The 
agency only reimburses for overtime 
hours paid, not normal 40-hour working 
hours, causing the discrepancy in the 
amount reimbursed to the city.

Camp Copass took in the evacuees 
not knowing if or when it would be 
reimbursed for the finances they were 
losing, according to Springer. 

Two weeks after the evacuees started 
arriving, the camp entered into a 
contract with Denton County stating 
that the county would be responsible 
for funds used in aiding the victims 
at Copass.

“By putting together the county 
expenses and Camp Copass’ we were 
able to submit one request to the 
federal government for reimbursement 
of funds used for the victims,” said 
Denton County Judge Mary Horn, “We 
got every dime back from the federal 

FEMA pays Denton for 
Katrina aid

County, camp 
gets $400K for 
relief efforts

See NT honoring on page 6

See Local on page 6

By Michael Hernandez
Staff Writer 

Squirrels can take a collective sigh 
of relief.

NT and Denton Municipal Electric 
have joined forces to curb power outages 
caused by squirrels scaling the trans-
formers on electric lines and subse-
quently getting electrocuted.

“If a squirrel gets across any two of 
the three wires [on the power lines] then 
there’s an outage,” said Glen Haubold, 
associate director of facilities main-
tenance. “They’re destructive little 
fellas.”

The curious critters’ acrobatic 
prowess on electric lines can often 
result in a deadly light show.

To avoid further charbroiled squir-
rels and power outages on campus, 
Denton Municipal Electric will install 
gray plastic cone-shaped devices on the 
electric lines’ transformers, said Jeff 
Morris, superintendent of construction/
operations for the City of Denton. 

The device sits atop the transformers, 
preventing the fuzzy tailed animals 
from accessing the electrically charged 
wires, Morris said.

“It keeps [the squirrels] off the lines 
without hurting them or blowing them 
up,” Haubold said. 

An online business, Critter Guard 
(http://www.critterguard.org), offers 

similar pole and line protection from 
squirrels.

Joe Wulff, inventor of Critter Guard 
and the director of research and devel-
opment for the company, said devices 
like his are important because they 
protect against power outages and save 
squirrels from being fried.

Denton has already installed several 
animal guards on the electrical feeder 
lines from the substation on Fort Worth 
Drive to the NT campus, Morris said. 
The electric company will install some 
additional devices and update some 
that are already in place.

Denton has used these devices for 
years and updates regularly, Morris 
said.

“We try to use the best we could 
possibly use,” he said. 

The cost of the squirrel guards is 
inexpensive, Morris said, and comes 
from the city’s construction budget. 
The device costs $3.50, said Jessica 
James, marketing specialist for Denton 
Municipal Electric, but additional costs 
are added, such as installation labor.

Similar devices can cost around $50, 
Haubold said.

The city will install approximately 75 
devices, which includes updating current 
guards, Morris said.

“We really think it is going to improve 
customer satisfaction,” James said.

It was obvious the devices were 

needed when NT faced three power 
outages during the week before final 
exams week last semester, Haubold 
said. 

Morris met with the facilities main-
tenance department to discuss the 
animal guards and the two came up 
with a plan that benefited both parties, 
James said. 

In 2005, NT had 13 feeder trips causing 
outages from squirrels hopping on the 
power lines, James said. 

“It probably seems way more than 
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Denton Municipal Electric is installing 
‘critter guards’ around campus to 
control the critters on NT grounds.
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By Brandon Kilgore
Staff Writer

If registration for classes wasn’t 
already complicated enough, students 
may soon be faced with yet another 
obstacle.

Starting in the early registration 
period for the fall 2006 semester, Honors 
College students will join student 
athletes in having the first choice in 
classes, even before seniors.

“That’s a very common part of 
any honors college or program,” said 
David Taylor, academic adviser for the 
college.

NT’s newest college currently has 
around 800 students, less than 3 percent 
of the total undergraduate population. 
They will have an extra 24 hours to pick 
their classes.

Taylor said it’s necessary for the 
honors students since they must build 
their schedule around their required 
honors courses. 

“It’s been a real burden for Honors 
College students, especially freshmen 
and sophomores,” he said.

Honors courses, which are smaller 
and intended to provide a bigger chal-
lenge, usually serve as a replacement 
for core classes, but the rule could still 
effect students who are forced to wait 
to register for high-demand advanced 
classes.

Gloria Cox, dean of the Honors 
College, came up with the idea, but 
she needed consensus approval from 
the deans of other departments. There 
was no truly formal decision process, 
but Provost Howard Johnson, who is 
the head of academic affairs at NT, was 
“very supportive” of the idea, according 
to Taylor.

Some students voiced disagreement 
with the idea. 

“I don’t like it,” said Stevon Whitaker, 
Dallas senior. “I understand they have 
an academic edge, but they don’t pay 
any more tuition than I do … It comes 
down to dollars and cents.”

Andrew Sullivan, Red Oak freshman, 
also chimed in on the new rule. 

“I don’t think it’s fair at all,” he said. 
“We all pay to come here and having 
some people getting preferential treat-
ment like this is not really fair.”

Despite his misgivings, Sullivan said 
he would approve of the idea if he were 
an honors student, and that he doesn’t 

Honors College students 
given priority registration
Students will have extra 
24 hours, regardless of 

classification

See Honors on page  6


