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The Lyceum erupted in laughter and 
applause Thursday night as an audience 
of more than 100 watched the 10th annual 
Ebony Man Scholarship Pageant.

Quentin Moore won first place, a $1,000 
scholarship; Marcedes Fuller won second, 
$300; and Jarrett Harris won third, $200.

The performances from the five contes-
tants ranged from poetry to singing and 
dancing. Derrick Anderson, Knoxville, Tenn., 
junior, recited a spoken word poem that he 
said was meant to motivate and uplift.

There was also a public address, “Call to 
our Black Race,” recited by Marcedes Fuller, 
San Antonio sophomore.

“We all have God-given gifts, and all men 
in this competition have great talent,” Fuller 
said. “I am in awe of the talents that each of 
us possess.”

Comedian Hope Flood hosted the event 
with the theme “The Perfect 10: Celebrating 
the Excellence of Ebony.”

The pageant is organized by the women 
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc.’s Rho Delta 
Chapter, who started it to give black men 
an opportunity to showcase their talents in 
hopes of winning a scholarship.

“We realize that black men have the lowest 
graduation rate,” said Maia Broden, public 
relations chair for Zeta Phi Beta. “So we 
wanted to do what we can to help them stay 

in school.”
The five contestants were judged on 

talent, how well they responded to the 
question-and-answer segment and their 
casual, business and sleepwear attire.

Gerald Henderson, Dallas junior, was 
named Ebony Man last year and served 

as a one of f ive judges for this year’s 
pageant. 

“I want the next Ebony Man to ref lect 
me,” Henderson said. “I want him to 
be business professional, responsible, 
kind, friendly and very interactive with 
people.”

Christine Stanley
Editor in Chief

NT Provost Howard Johnson 
w i l l tempora r i ly oversee 
the Office of Research and 
Technology Transfer’s opera-
tions until a new vice president 
is appointed to lead the depart-
ment. 

The office’s former head, T. 
Lloyd Chesnut, was placed on 
administrative leave with pay 
July 27. The move came after NT 
officials found evidence of inap-

propriate contact negotiations 
between Chesnut and an un-
named firm that he had “signifi-
cant financial interest in.” 

A statement from univer-
sity President Norval Pohl 
released Thursday described 
the interim reorganization of 
the office as a show of support 
for NT’s “research capacity” 
and the faculty’s “commitment 
to growth in federally funded 
research.” Pohl said he also 
wants Johnson’s leadership to 
be seen as an “acknowledge-

ment that a new president should 
decide the future leadership” of 
the office.

Johnson could not be reached 
for comment.

In an interview Tuesday, 
Pohl said he expects a nation-
wide search to begin late next 
semester for Chesnut’s perma-
nent replacement. It would be a 
tight timeline, but Pohl said it is 
possible for a new vice president 
to be named by fall 2006. 

“It’s not to say that there 
wouldn’t be candidates on 

campus, but it’s important 
enough that we need to go 
through a national search,” he 
said.

Deborah Leliaert, vice pres-
ident for university relations, 
said she could not comment on 
the details of Chesnut’s ongoing 
investigation but confirmed that 
NT police, campus auditors and 
the university’s legal depart-
ment are all working on the case. 
Campus police escorted Chesnut 
off campus this summer after 
he was told to not destroy any 

documents that could relate to 
the investigation. No criminal 
charges have been filed. 

Chesnut was actively looking 
for another job before his depar-
ture, according to records 
obtained by the Daily. On the 
same day he was placed on 
administrative leave, Chesnut 
received a n e-ma i l f rom 
administrators at Boise State 
University who wanted to speak 
to him about a vice president for 
research position. A 45-minute 
phone interview was scheduled 

for Aug. 12. 
Randi McDermott, special 

assistant to Boise State University 
President Bob Kustra, said she 
could not confirm Chesnut’s 
candidacy for the position 
because of state privacy laws but 
thanked Chesnut for his interest 
in the position in the July 27 e-
mail. 

Chesnut came to NT in July 
2003 from the University of 
Montana-Missoula. He served as 
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Provost will temporarily fill open position

Ebony Man pageant thrills crowd

 Melissa Ferro / NT Daily

See Provost on page 3

Pamela Bond 
Staff Writer

As each name was called out, white-
faced men and women stepped forward 
with lit candles in their hands.

But the names called were not their own. 
They were the names of all the women 
killed by abuse last year in Texas.

One hundred fourteen names were read, 
and 114 people stood up last night to honor 
them at the Denton County Friends of the 
Family annual candlelight vigil.

“We’re here tonight not just to honor the 
hundreds that have died but the thousands 
that have survived this as well,” said Tiffanie 
Coleman, community education coordi-
nator for Denton friends of the family.

During the vigil, held at the Courthouse 
on the Square, Joe Mulroy, city councilman 
at large for Precinct 6, deemed October 

the official Violence Awareness Month for 
Denton County.

NT student Tabitha Crowe danced to 
the poem “I Got Flowers Today,” and after-
wards Coleman read off the names of abuse 
victims, two of whom were from Denton 
County.

As each name was read, a representative 
for the victim came forward, and together 
they formed a circle.

“As I look around, I see the white faces 
that represent those women that, as we call 
them, were lost in the battle,” Coleman said. 
“The battle that happens every day.”

Then, from the middle of the circle, they 
released 25 butterflies, representing the 
25 years Friends of the Family has been 
servicing the community. 

“We’ve had the opportunity to serve 
and witness the transformation of victims 
of relationship violence,” Coleman said. 

“Please know these butterflies, in their 
flight to freedom, represent the thousands 
of women and children who flew so high, 
they survived.”

Veda McGregor, a survivor of abuse, told 
her story at the vigil.

“With people like Friends of the Family 
and a good support system of friends and 
family and church family, there really is 
hope for those of us,” McGregor said. “We 
don’t have to take it anymore. You don’t 
have to be silent anymore. There are laws 
in place. There’s a whole support system 
in place so we’re not dangling out there 
feeling hopeless and helpless.”

Friends of the Family has a 24-hour 
hotline available for those in need. Call 
940-382-7273 or 800-572-4031 or visit www.
dcfof.com.

“I prefer to call myself a ‘victor’ instead 
of a ‘victim,’” McGregor said.

Victims of abuse remembered

Bryan Shettig
Staff Writer

The last three years, a flood of 
students have come to NT, but 
the College of Arts and Sciences 
cannot keep up. 

A deficit has been growing 
between the money needed 
to cover all the students, the 
courses and the instructional 
fees and the money the college 
is allocating to them.

“As enrollment goes up, as 
it’s done each of these years, 
the pressure in particular, on 
the College of Arts and Sciences 
goes up,” said Warren Burggren, 
dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences. “The budget allocation 
has not kept up this pace.” 

Burggren said the college is 
“largely responsible” for teaching 
NT’s core curriculum.

Kathryn Cullivan, associate 
dean for Fiscal and Human 
Resources, said the deficit is 
$2.1 million this year. 

“For the past few years the 
provost’s office has been helping 
us and giving us that money, 
but now the Budget Committee 
knows that has been happening,” 
Cullivan said.

Each year Burggren asks the 
Budget Committee for additional 
funding for his choice of budget 
money sources.

“The full-time faculty budget 
increased this year,” she said.

Cullivan said the departments 
in the college have still asked for 
additional funding.

“We just can’t give it to them,” 
she said.

Burggren said that last year, 
teaching assistants and teaching 
fellows in the college received 
pay raises between 1 and 3 
percent.

“This year we’re not going 
to be able to give TAs and TFs 
raises,” he said. “We’re doing 

something different this year, 
something that I frankly think 
is overdue, and that is to reduce 
the number of dollar expendi-
tures on courses.” 

Burggren also said his Sept. 
28 memo to College of Arts and 
Sciences department chairs 
is a plan that “will not work 
for every department. It may 
not even work for most depart-
ments, but is an example of what 
many departments have been 
doing.”

Burggren said the quality 
of classes will be improved by 
merging smaller sections into 
large classes taught by professor. 
Teaching assistants and fellows 
will be used to teach recita-
tions and to grade classwork, 
he said.

“I don’t mean to be dispar-
aging or discouraging to the 
jobs that the teaching fellows 
are doing, but there are many 
departments that will try at all 
costs at not putting a teaching 
fellow in teaching a course,” 
he said. 

Teaching fellows are not 
going to be fired due to budget 
constraints, Burggren said.

The Enterprising Information 
System is also a factor in the 
college’s deficit.

“EIS has cost dollars that, 
in theory, could have been put 
into other things, including 
academics,” Burggren said.

He said the system would 
soon become to be cost-effec-
tive for the university. 

But Cullivan said most staff 
in the department did not like 
the EIS system.

A report of the fiscal year 
2006 budget for the College of 
Arts and Sciences shows the 
college’s faculty salaries total 
$21 million. In comparison, the 
part-time faculty salary budget 
is just under $5 million.

Texas Woman’s University student Sydney Hooey and daughter Alisa Hooey stand outside the courthouse to honor the 150 
women killed in Texas from domestic violence.

High enrollment 
means high 
deficit for NT

Marcedes Fuller, San Antonio sophomore, introduces himself to the audience at the 
Ebony Man Scholarship Pageant on Thursday in the Lyceum. 

Emily Hughes / NT Daily

Miers withdraws 
court nomination

WASHINGTON (AP) - In a 
striking defeat for President 
Bush, White House counsel 
Harriet Miers withdrew her 
nomination to the Supreme 
Court on Thursday after three 
weeks of br uta l cr it icism 
from fel low conser vatives. 
The Senate’s top Republican 
predicted a replacement candi-
date within days.

Miers said she abandoned her 
quest for confirmation rather 
than give in to Senate demands 
for documents and information 
detailing her private advice to 
the president.

Senior lawmakers on the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
said they had made no such 
request. Instead, Republicans 
and Democrats said politics 
forced her to withdraw, particu-
larly the demands of Republican 
conservatives who twice elected 
Bush and now seek to move the 
high court to the right on abor-
tion and other issues.

“They had a litmus test and 
Harriet Miers failed that test,” 
said Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, 
D-Mass. 

“In effect, she was denied due 
process by members of her own 
party,” said Sen. John Warner, a 
Virginia Republican. And former 
GOP Sen. Dan Coats, whom 
the White House assigned to 
assist her win confirmation, 

said outside groups and pundits 
and “perhaps even some sena-
tors” had rushed to judgment.

Bush, beset by poor poll 
ratings, an unpopular war in 
Iraq, high energy prices and 
the possibility of indictments 
of White House officials, offered 
no hint about his thinking on 
a new nominee. He pledged 
to make an appointment in a 
“timely manner.”

While White House aides 
had assembled a lengthy list of 
contenders prior to Bush’s selec-
tion of Miers less than a month 
ago, most if not all of them 
were prominent conservative 
jurists who could be expected 
to trigger a sharp clash with 
Democrats. Other, less conten-
tious contenders could come 
from outside what Bush calls the 
“judicial monastery,” possibly a 
current or former senator who 
could easily win confirmation 
on a bipartisan vote.

Sen. John Cornyn, a former 
Texas Supreme Court judge, 
sidestepped when asked about 
his own availability, demurring 
without closing the door on an 
appointment. “If the president 
calls me, obviously I’ll answer 
the phone or go see him if he 
invites me to come to the White 
House, but that hasn’t happened 
and I doubt it will happen,” he 
said.

NT vs. LSU
Mean Green head to Death Valley, GameDay 

preview in Sports page 7.

City on the rise?
Where does local m usic stand in Denton’s growth? 

See Arts back page feature on 1 2.


