
ON THE WEB
Give us your opinion on every story in 
print and see the Arts section only on 

www.ntdaily.com 

NORTH TEXAS DAILY
80 /̊ 61˚ CLOUDY INSIDE: ■ Arts, Web ■ Classifieds, 8 ■ Student Life, 3 ■ Sports, 5 ■ Views, 7

THE STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS ntdaily.comTuesday, October 11, 2005 Volume 90 | Issue 25

Streak hits 11
NT soccer extends unbeaten streak, posting 

multiple shutout wins, Sports page 5.

ISLAM 101
Seminar offers insight on ancient 
religion, Student Life page 3.

Melissa Boughton
Intern

A recent outbreak of avian influenza, or bird 
flu, has the World Health Organization on their 
toes. The outbreak is spreading to humans and 
causing deaths in Asia.

The Daily talked with Joseph Oppong of the geog-
raphy faculty about the possible outbreak of avian 
flu in the United States. Oppong chairs the Medical 
Geography Specialty Group of the Association of 
American Geographers and has followed the news 
of the outbreak.

Q: What information are you looking at as far 
as the avian flu and humans in the U.S.?

A: I am looking at what the potential risk of 
spreading to this country is and how it is going 
to get here. So far, as of [Monday] morning, we 
are talking about 116 cases of humans exposed 
to it through dead birds, and out of that 116, 60 
have died. That is a huge fatality rate from that 
particular disease.

Q: What is the biggest concern with this 
virus?

A: The biggest concern is if you have a human 
being who has the normal human flu virus and they 
are working with poultry and they get exposed to 
the bird flu virus, then it is possible to get a change 
of the virus emerging, a sharing of the two viruses, 
so that now we can have a strain of the virus that 
can be transmitted from person to person. And that 
has the same lethality as the bird flu virus.

If this avian flu virus can get to that point of 
human-to-human transmission, it would be very 
deadly, but it is a big “if.”

Pamela Bond
Intern 

Harriet Miers could add associate justice to her 
resume soon, in addition to White House staff 
secretary, deputy chief of staff and assistant to 
the president. 

On Oct. 3, President George W. Bush nominated 
the 60–year-old White House counsel to replace 
retiring associate justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

“I think [Bush is] looking for someone who 
shares his judicial philosophy, political outlook 
and can be confirmed,” said Wendy Watson of the 
political science faculty.

However, it is not clear what Miers’ political opin-
ions are, as she has not served as a judge before.

“She doesn’t have the same kind of political 
experience as recent nominees,” said Corey Ditslear 
of the political science faculty. “She would be the 
only one in the court without any judicial expe-
rience. Even her political experience is limited 
compared with the others.”

A lack of judicial experience has not stopped 
past justices from being confirmed, including John 
Marshall, William Rehnquist and Earl Warren.

“The president knows her, and knows what she 
stands for,” Ditslear said. “But he has to convince 
everyone else that she’s qualified.”

Miers also differs from current justices because 
she did not attend Harvard, graduating instead 
from Southern Methodist University in 1970.

She was the first woman to work at the Dallas-
based Locke Purnell, Rain & Harrell law firm 
from 1972 to 2000. Miers eventually became a 
co-managing partner of the firm, now known as 
Locke, Liddell & Sapp. She represented such clients 
as Microsoft and Walt Disney during her time as 
a trial litigator.

Miers became the first woman president of the 
Dallas Bar Association in 1985 and then became 
the first woman president of the Texas State Bar 
Association seven years later. She also served 
as chair for the Texas Lottery Commission from 
1995 to 2000.

Miers served as a personal lawyer for Bush’s 
campaign in 2000, advising him on inquiries into 
his time in the National Guard. She has worked 
in the White House since and became counsel to 
the president in February.

“I’m sure he [Bush] nominated her because he 
knows she will not legislate from the bench, she will 
simply interpret the Constitution,” Denton County 
Republican Chairman Dianne Edmondson said.

Before Miers is confirmed or rejected, the Senate 
Judiciary Committee will compile a report on her 
and her judicial philosophy, conduct a thorough 

background check and hold courtesy meetings 
with key senators.

The Senate Judiciary Committee will send its 
recommendation to the full Senate, which then 
debates the appointment. It takes three-fifths of 
the Senate, or 60 Senators, to end  debate and move 
to a final vote. To be appointed, a simple Senate 
majority needs to confirm the candidate.

“It’s safe to say that the court will change 
dramatically,” Watson said. “It’s such a small 
group of people, any appointment will change 
its dynamics.

Ryan Schuette
Intern

Students assembled at Schrader 
Pavilion holding pickets and chanting 
as they protested the university’s policy on 
designated free speech zones Monday.

The protest started at 10 a.m. and ended 
at approximately 11:30 a.m.

“What do we want? Free speech! When 
do we want it? Now!” the students chanted, 
circling the pavilion.

The protest ended when two police 
officers arrived with Kenneth Ballom, 
dean of students. After several minutes 
of exchange with Ballom, the protestors 
agreed to disband on the basis that they 
would personally meet with the dean and 
discuss what they would like to see.

Since the students cooperated with 
officials, they were guaranteed no reper-
cussions.

“The students were very cooperative,” 
Ballom said in a statement. “I’m more than 
happy to accommodate [their concerns]. 
They reached their goal.”

NT’s free speech policy is in accordance 
with Robert v. Harigan, which ruled that 
it was constitutional for Texas public 
universities to limit free speech activities 
to designated areas.

In 2004, U.S. District Judge Sam 
Cummings ruled that it was uncon-
stitutional for Texas Tech to limit free 
speech to specific areas. A similar 2002 
ruling against the University of Houston 
declared that it was unconstitutional 
to prevent student associations from 
assembling.

Michele Connole, Lewisville senior, 

Young Conservatives of Texas chairman 
and protest leader, said the event was a 
positive step.

“I want NT to be like other schools,” 
she said.

According to the Web site for Student 
Activities and Organizations, students 
are allowed to assemble only if they 
apply for one of four free speech zones 
on campus. 

Locations include the lawns south-
east of the University Union and north, 
west and east of the Business Building. 
Students are required to turn in applica-
tions to the Office of the Dean of Students 
at least two days beforehand to be consid-
ered. Activities can be disapproved if the 
subject matter does not agree with NT 
activity standards.

“If we want to protest something imme-
diate in the news, the two-day waiting 
period prevents us from speaking about 
it,” said Brittany McLean, Grapevine 
senior and president of the Feminist 
Majority Leadership Alliance. “The fact 
that no building is a NT free speech area 
is unacceptable.”

Megan Skelton, Cleburne sophomore, 
agreed with the protestors.

“I think it’s stupid that you have to ask 
permission,” she said.

Several diverse student organizations 
were represented at the protest, including 
the Young Conservatives of Texas, the 
Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance, 
the National Organization for Women 
and the Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Denton.

Campus reacts to Miers’ nomination

Dean, police stop 
free speech protest

Michael Hernandez
Staff Writer

Ronald Blanck, president of the NT 
Health Science Center, is destined to 
have his name up in lights.

At least Greg Upp, vice president 
of institutional coordination, thinks 
so.

Upp’s fondest memory of Blanck, 
retiring after five years at NT, is when 
both men participated in a satirical 
skit that poked fun at community 
politics.

He has “a great sense of humor,” 
Upp said. The “joke around here is 
‘[Blanck] never met a pun he didn’t 
like.’”

Blanck took creative liberty with 
his lines as “Brief Case Man,” adlib-
bing and diverging from the script, 
Upp said. The skit was based on the 
sculpture, “Man with a Briefcase,” 
erected at Burnett Plaza in Fort 
Worth.

“He could really ham it up,” Upp 
said.

Blanck remem-
bers the show quite 
fondly.

“I’ve gotten way 
past t he point 
where I get embar-
rassed by those 
things,” he said. 
“Everybody loves 

to see someone who isn’t afraid to 
make a fool of themselves.”

Blanck’s acting skills could be seen 
as out of the ordinary for a former 
Surgeon General of the U.S. Army. 
Blanck served 31 years in the mili-
tary. He retired in 2000 as a three-
star Lieutenant General.

The military prepared Blanck for 
leadership roles, he said.

After his retirement from the mili-
tary, Blanck made NT his new base of 
operations, enlisting as the president 
of the Health Science Center.

Blanck is an “exceptional” leader, 
Upp said.

“He’s very clear in his vision for the 
institution,” he said. “He’s defined 

our mission. I really should say ‘rede-
fined.’”

Blanck announced his plans to 
retire in a prepared statement last 
week.

He and his wife, Donna, plan to 
relocate to the east coast to be closer 
to their family, he said.

They have one daughter living with 
her husband in Washington, D.C. and 
a second in New York City.

His wife is “delighted” at the idea 
of having Blanck home.

The Blancks will finally get to travel 
for fun instead of for work, he said.

They can also relax on the beach 
at their home on Fenwick Island in 
Delaware.

“I’ve accomplished what I set out 
to do,” Blanck said. “I feel it’s time for 
someone to take over and hopefully 
continue the momentum.”

He will keep his position until a 
new president is found.

“He has a zest for his work and a 
very positive personality,” Chancellor 
Lee Jackson said. “We will miss the 

force of his personality and will 
be looking if we can continue that 
momentum under a new leader.”

There is not a set date for when the 
search for a new president will start, 
but a search committee should be 
formed in the next month, Jackson 
said.

The process could take four or five 
months, Blanck said.

Accomplishments during Blanck’s 
term include increased funding for 
research, doubling the size of the 
Health Science Center’s campus and 
increased enrollment. 

Blanck is most proud of increasing 
the center’s visibility and promoting 
partnerships with hospitals and 
schools, he said.

“I’d like [my legacy] to be that I 
moved the Health Science Center 
along and set the stage and so 
my successor will continue that 
momentum,” Blanck said.

Upp said he brought the institu-
tion to another level.

“We’ll truly miss him,” Upp said.

NT Health Science Center president retires

Blanck

Jamaal O’Neal 
Staff Writer

NT’s Student Government Association senators 
voted last Friday for their top picks for student 
regent.

Brittany Adams, Mesquite junior, received the 
most votes; followed by Lizzie Murphy, Garland 
junior; Nathan Edgerton, The Colony junior; Calvin 
Ballenger, Harlingen junior; and Shana Gooch, 
San Antonio sophomore.

Chancellor Lee Jackson will decide who will be 
the final two applicants. Those applicants will be 
sent to Texas Gov. Rick Perry and he will decide 
who will become NT’s first student regent.

All senators, including the senators that were 
running for student regent, were 
permitted to vote for the top five 
candidates. However, if a senator 
running for regent did vote, he or 
she must vote for another candi-
date and not for themselves.

Three of the five applicants 
are affiliated with SGA, two of 
which are senators.

David Hall, Richardson junior and SGA presi-
dent, was not listed as a finalist.

“I think I made it clear that [being a regent] was 
something I didn’t want to pursue, due the conflict 
of interest reasons,” he said.

Hall said the new student regent should not be an 
SGA senator at a town hall meeting last Wednesday. 
His comment came after some regent applicants, 
not affiliated with the SGA, questioned the fair-
ness of the selection process.

Hall said he believes the chosen candidates are  
qualified for the position and hopes Jackson will 
honor the wishes of the student senators by choosing 
the highest qualified applicant of the five.

“I’m confident that all will fulfill their duties,” 
he said. “I’ll be providing [the Chancellor] infor-
mation over questions and deliberation during 
the selection process.”

Marcedes Fuller, San Antonio sophomore and 
SGA director of relations, communications and 
marketing, said he agrees with Hall’s earlier state-
ment at the town hall meeting.

“I see where David’s coming from,” he said. “He 
wanted to give the student body an active part in 
student government … he would have liked to see 
more students represented.”

Fuller said he strongly believes the next regent 
will be qualified, whether they are affiliated with 
SGA or not.

“I am confident that their top five applicants are 
competent, educated and prepared to do the job 
of a student regent,” he said.  “I hope they live up 
to the expectations of the student body.”

However, Fuller continues to stand by his 
comment that if a senator were chosen, they 
would still be able to fulfill both positions without 
any problems.

“Student government senators are qualified 
members and would do a great job, since they are 
aware of what’s going on,” he said.

Edgerton is eager to serve the NT community if 
he is chosen, but said if a senator is chosen, he or 
she will neglect their duties for their college.

“I think it would be difficult to serve in both 
capacities because you’re being held accountable 
to students,’ he said. “I think SGA should have 
stuck by their first decision, that if a senator ran 
for regent, they would have to leave their seat.”

SGA trims
regent list 
to 5 names

See Protest on page 8

Brooke Stelmazewski, San Antonio senior and president of the 
Gay and Lesbian Association of Denton, and Sarah Burnett, 
Marshall senior and vice president of GLAD, protest  free speech 
zones on campus. The joint demonstration was held Monday 
morning  with GLAD, the Young Conservatives of Texas and the 
Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance.
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Jackson

See Flu on page 8

Avian influenza
could be problem

President George W. Bush nominates White House Counsel Harriet Miers as Supreme Court Justice 
during a statement from the Oval Office on Oct 3.
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