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Sunday marked the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision, which legalized abor-
tion in the U.S. by declaring laws against abortion 
violated the constitutional right to privacy. In 1973, 
when the decision passed, it inspired a controversy 
between political parties.

Not much has changed. Thirty-three years later, 
the issue of abortion is still a debated topic in poli-
tics. It has divided the nation’s political system into 
pro-life versus pro-choice and has prompted scien-
tific research on the developing stages of the fetus 
and psychological affects of abortion, such as post-
abortion syndrome.

Sunday, anti-abortion protestors gathered at 
the foot of Capitol Hill. According to an Associated 
Press report, President George W. Bush called from 
Manhattan, Kan. to assure protestors that they 
were pursuing a “noble cause” and “we’re working 
to persuade more of our fellow Americans of the 
rightness of our cause.”

On Saturday, there was a pro-life rally in down-
town Dallas. NT’s Young Conservatives of Texas 
organization attended the rally to show their support 
for the pro-life movement.

“Numerous logical reasons and facts prove the 
humanity of the unborn and, therefore, the need 
to protect life under the law,” states the Eagles for 
Life website, http://orgs.unt.edu/elf.

While conservative Americans are urging for the 
Roe v. Wade decision to be overturned, liberals are 
trying to uphold it.

“The case definitely changed politics and it’s 
now one of the most decisive issues; parties are 
divided on it,” said Adam Silva, Irving junior 
and president of College Democrats of NT. “Even 
someone who knows little about politics knows each 
parties’ stance on the issue. I think you’re going to 
see a lot of Democrats voting against Alito, who is 
pro-life, since abortion is a big issue for nomina-
tions.”

The continuing debate over abortion issues is 
why Roe v. Wade is such well known Supreme Court 
case, which is often referred to in political science 
textbooks and classes.

“It’s significant because since Roe v. Wade we 
have been continuing to fight and struggle over this 
issue,” said Kimi King, associate professor of political 
science. “We will undoubtedly continue to struggle, 
just as other countries struggle, over the issues of 
population inclines and planned parenthood.”

Since the decision, other Supreme Court cases, 
such as Griswold v. Connecticut, which legalized 
contraceptives, and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, 
which upheld the Roe v. Wade decision, have 
furthered the pro-choice agenda. 

According to the pro-choice movement, human 
life occurs during the third trimester, the gestational 
stage of pregnancy where brain cells have begun 

to develop and the fetus can survive outside the 
mother’s body. Therefore, an abortion before this 
time is not considered murdering a human life, but 
merely a mass of cells.

However, the pro-life front has become more vocal 
and organized since the decision as well. Originally, 
the Catholic Church was the main opposition to the 
decision legalizing abortion. Today, many Protestant 
churches, as well as other organizations, have joined 
the movement.

The pro-life movement states that human life 
begins upon conception and the unborn are there-
fore guaranteed “life, liberty and happiness” under 
the Constitution – the key word, of course, being 
“life.”

Since the pro-life movement is technically on 
the offensive side of the issue, their task is to over-
turn the decision, while the pro-choice movement 
defends it.

“As Justice Sandra Day O’Connor said, a genera-

tion of women, actually two generations of women 
now, have gown up with Roe v. Wade,” King said. 
“To the extent that is has remained precedent, it 
will become increasingly difficult for the court to 
reverse it. And because opinions are hotly divided 
on the topic, we will see more legislation that will 
continue to attempt to limit access to abortion.”

The “Jane Roe” of Roe v. Wade, Norma McCorvey, 
has actually switched sides and is now fighting 
against the ruling. Her conversion to Christianity 
prompted her to seek an overturn of Roe v. Wade. 
In a press conference held in January 2005, she 
claimed to be a “pawn” of her ambitious lawyer, 
Sarah Weddington, and to suffer emotional and 
psychological harm because of the abortion.

The Texas Court of Appeals struck down 
McCorvey’s request for an overturn in 2003 due to 
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Hispanic Business magazine ranked 
the NT Health Science Center’s Texas 
College of Osteopathic Medicine as the 
fifth school in the nation for Hispanics 
last year. NT fell just behind top medical 
schools such as Johns Hopkins University 
and Stanford University.

The magazine awarded NT for the 
first time in its September 2005 educa-
tion report, but it is not the first time 
the Health Science Center has received 
national recognition. NT was recog-
nized by U.S. World News & Report as 
one of the top 50 medical schools in the 
nation for primary care.

“We’re different,” said Bruce Dubin, 
associate dean of academic affairs at the 
Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
“We have many unique things within 
our curriculum from those around the 
state and around the country. There is a 
strong humanistic component, and we 
put a stronger emphasis on primary care 
than others around the state.” 

The magazine based its decision 
on several factors, but according to 
Joel Daboub, the college’s director of 
admissions, the school’s implemented 
outreach programs impressed judges 
the most. The college is involved in 
the Joint Academic Medical Program, a 
state sponsored venture that works with 
minority high school students interested 
in entering the medical field. 

College officials also implemented a 
program called “GO FORCE” that puts 
graduate students in the classroom of 
elementary, junior high and high school 
students to emphasize the importance 
of healthcare. Students take rotations 

in outreach clinics within Hispanic 
communities. 

As one of the last filters for selec-
tion, the magazine called the college’s 
Hispanic students to survey them on 
the quality of their education.

The magazine reported that the 
college’s Hispanic students make up 
eight percent of the graduating class, 
compared to Stanford University (13 
percent) and the Texas A & M Health 
Science Center (two percent), the two 
schools that registered more. The Texas 
College of Osteopathic Medicine gave 
out nine doctorate degrees to Hispanics 
and 115 to other students at graduation 
last May.

According to the magazine, of the 
501 graduate students enrolled in the 
college, 35 were Hispanic, making 
up seven percent of the total enroll-
ment. The magazine also reported that 
students at the NT Health Science Center 
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Held throughout the country, pro-life supporters gathered in Dallas Saturday morning, at a pro-
life rally in front of the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe Church. They marched down 
Ross Avenue and Griffin Street to the Federal Court House, where they prayed for the overturning 
of Roe vs Wade, legalizing abortion. 
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NT’s new Honors College formally 
opened its first semester with a convoca-
tion at 3:30 p.m. Friday at the Murchison 
Performing Arts Center.

The event, hosted by Gloria Cox, 
dean of the college, included jazz and 
vocal performances along with guest 
speakers. Denton Mayor Euline Brock 
made a formal proclamation in honor 
of the event, and keynote speaker Mae 
Jemison, the first minority woman to go 
into space, gave honors students a talk 
about the importance of a well-rounded 
education and about achieving goals.

“Today, we assemble to celebrate the 
establishment of an Honors College at 
the UNT,” Cox said to the audience, 
“For many of us who are here today, this 
is more than a new office, stationary 
and title.” 

Before giving recognition to students, 
family and faculty, she said, “This is a 
big part of your history as well as the 
university’s history, and we salute you 
today.”

NT has had an honors program since 
1994, but it officially became a college 
August of 2005. 

The college features more than 750 
students. Generally, incoming high 
school students must have an SAT score 
of at least 1200 or an ACT score of 27. 

Transfer or continuing students need 
a grade-point average of 3.25 and at least 
15 college credits.

Also, an honors residence hall is 
expected to be complete before the 
beginning of the 2007-2008 school year. 
It will be built between Clark Hall and 
Eagle Drive.

Chancellor Lee Jackson, also speaking 
at the event, emphasized in his remarks 
to the audience that Texas needs to 
undergo huge steps to improve higher 
education. He said Texas has a lower 
percentage of adults involved in higher 
education than the national average.  

Jackson said, studies have shown a 
low level of general knowledge among 
college graduates.

He also  said that the Honors College 
will give a better experience to students 
who need to be challenged, but the 
overall goal of NT is still to be accessible 
and affordable to anyone who wants a 
college education.

Brock, who earned a doctorate in 
history from NT in 1974, declared Jan. 
20 Honors College Day in the city of 
Denton.

“An honors college will enhance the 
national and international reputation 
of the University of North Texas,” Brock 
said during her proclamation. 

Jemison chose to use most of her 
time speaking directly to the students 
in attendance.

“One of the things that is really impor-
tant in life is to define yourself,” Jemison 
said. “It’s the small, difficult tasks that 
have to be accomplished when no one 
else is looking … that allow you to 
accomplish the large, easy tasks when 
all eyes are on you.”

Jemison became the first minority 
woman to go into space on Sept. 12, 
1992. She earned her bachelor’s degree 
in chemical engineering from Stanford, 
and she worked for Peace Corps in 
Africa after earning her doctorate from 
Cornell.
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The NT Center for Parent Education 
received a $125,979 grant from the U.S 
Department of Education, to continue 
funding an online resource for teachers 
in training. The grant was also awarded 
to three other schools: the University 
of Mississippi in Oxford, University of 
North Dakota in Grand Forks and the 
University of Texas at El Paso.   

The center is a part of the Department 
of Education established in 1992 by 
Arminta Jacobson, director of the 
NT Center for Parent Education and 
professor of development, family studies 

and early childhood education. The 
grant was created to provide teachers 
with the opportunity to learn new and 
more effective ways of teaching.  

“The online program was designed 
for beginner teachers to prepare them 
for their first encounter with parents, 
as a teacher,” Jacobson said. “It is a real 
need for teachers to have this under-
standing for parents and how to work 
with them better.” 

The online program has been under 
construction for a year, and now teachers 
and administrators are able to see the 
results from their work by placing one 
learning module of the program on 
their website.   

“The curriculum is based off of 
Dr. Joyce Epstein’s module of parent 
involvement in schools,” said Mary 
Harris, professor of teacher education 
and administration.  

Epstein is the director of the National 

Network of Partnership Schools at Johns 
Hopkins University. The program is 
known nationally for involving fami-
lies, communities and schools in the 
public education process. 

“So far the research has shown that 
the teachers’ knowledge is significantly 
better and the teachers’ attitude toward 
parent involvement is significantly 
better,” Jacobson said.  

NT’s center helps teachers under-
stand that parents must be involved in 
their child’s education.  

“Parent-teacher conferences are just 
a tiny part of effective parent involve-
ment,” she said.  

Through the NT Center for Parent 
Education’s online program, teachers 
can learn about dealing with parents 
who are not getting involved in their 
child’s education.  The online program 
also educates new teachers on how to 
get parents and families involved in 

their community. 
“Our [public] schools and the univer-

sity work together as a team, to help 
students and teachers,” said Judith 
Muntor, associate dean in the College 
of Education at the University of Texas 
as El Paso.  “We conduct all of our work 
through the schools in two languages, 
both English and Spanish; we form a 
mutual respect for the languages.”   \

The NT center is open to students who 
want to teach at all different developing 
levels.  The online resource promotes the 
No Child Left Behind Act, which applies 
to schools all over the United States and 
calls for stronger accountability among 
public schools and parents. NT’s objec-
tive is to help children become more 
successful in school.   

“The purpose of the act is for children 
to be successful in school,” Jacobson 
said. “Schools have a plan for parent 
involvement.”
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